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the way to make Italy return to a more loyal attitude was
to take a Revere tone toward her. "If we now are polite,
friendly, and helpful, the Italians will become altogether
intractable. The only motives which appear to be effective
here are fear and a feeling of respect." 81 This advice was
in accord with Billow's past warnings to Italy not to let the
flirtation with France develop into a permanent liaison.
But Billow now decided cordiality was wiser than scolding.
He tried to win Italy back by assuring her that Germany
had no objections to her taking Tripoli. He also believed
it far better that Italy's colonial ambitions should be
afforded an outlet in North Africa rather than in Albania
and the Adriatic, where she was sure to antagonize Austria.
Some months later, as Tittoni expressed contrition and
promised "not to do it again,"8~ and as the Moroccan cloud
was gathering on the horizon, Billow felt particularly anx-
ious not to offend the Italians, or take a stiff attitude which
might drivft them further into the arms of France and
England, "The facade of the Triple Alliance must be kept
as intact as possible," he wrote to the Kaiser, "especially
so, because as long as the Italians are still in the Triple
Alliance, they will be regarded with distrust on the enemy's
side. But in case of complications, we need certainly give
ourselves no illusions as to active Italian cooperation. How-
ever, it will be a gain, not to be lightly valued, If Italy
remains neutral instead of going with France."8S
In his public utterances, and in the volume defending
his policies which he published just before the War, Billow
naturally sought to maintain as far as possible the fiction
of Italian loyalty—that is, to give the facade as good an
appearance as possible. "Neither at Algedras, nor during
her Tripolitan expedition, nor shortly before tins, at the
interview of Racconigi, did Italy ever contemplate severing
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